CCI Arts and Humanities Subcommittee

10/6/09, 2:30-4:30 p.m., 4187 Smith Laboratory
Approved Minutes

Present: Bruce, Hallihan, Hubin, Kaseman, Stafford, Vankeerbergen, Williams (Guest: Gustafson)
AGENDA: 
1. Identify chair for fall quarter 
· Bebe Miller will be chair for WI and SP

· Committee decides to have a rotating faculty chair this quarter (different chair for different meeting). V. Williams will be chair today. Bruce will be faculty chair next meeting.
2. Approve minutes from 06/02/09 

Stafford, 2nd Hubin, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
3. Economics 500 (Returning: seeking Historical Study)
· Committee reviews the history GEC statement in syllabus: syllabus contains the historical study expected learning outcomes and a statement as to how these will be fulfilled. Hubbin, Stafford: agree it looks good. 
· Economics is a central feature of historical analysis.

· Action: V. Williams will e-mail Bruce Weinberg and ask him to remove all caps in syllabus & then ASC Curr. and Assessment Office will send course to history for concurrence.
Hubin, 2nd Stafford, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
4. Comparative Studies 336 (Returning: seeking Visual/Performing Arts GEC status) 
· Committee reviews all the revisions submitted by proposer. Amongst others, a list of music recordings was added.
· In-class writing counts as class participation (that explains high percentage of 25% for class participation)

· Action: V. Williams will cut and paste VPA learning outcomes into syllabus 
Hubin, 2nd Bruce, APPROVED WITH CONTINGENCY (listed in “Action” above)
5. Animal Science 248 (2 credit hours) (seeking Diversity: Intl Western non-US GEC status) 
· Background information: It used to be offered as a cluster. The course must be taken in conjunction with 697.05 (3 credit) to have GEC status. The cluster used to have Intl Western non-US GEC status.
· Problem: top of syllabus says “Human and Animal Interaction in the United States.” So emphasis is on the U.S. from the very first line of the syllabus. 
· Will international issues be addressed in field trips? If so, how?

· There is no single reading about an international topic. Students are to find press releases on problems regarding animals—this might have an international perspective, but not necessarily.
· Syllabus says on p. 2 “required reading: course packet and on-line (Carmen)”, but readings are not listed out in the syllabus.

· Animal Science 697.05: Are there any readings? Concern that a high-level course bases grades on travel log and reflection paper.
· Action: V. Williams will ask for the following regarding the reading assignments & guest lecturers: 
· Specify what are the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical issues (some combination of those elements) that are international in the course. 

· What are the topics of discussion that go along with those issues?

SENT BACK

6. Animal Science 494 (1 credit hour) (seeking Diversity: Intl Western non-US GEC status) 
· This course is paired up with a trip to the Netherlands (Animal Science 697.04; 4 credit). Pre-requisite that students be accepted and enrolled in Animal Science 697.04
· Positive: The course syllabus contains a list of readings and refers to the Dutch presence in Ohio (the link with international character of course is clearer). 
· The course addresses cultural and economic issues, the ability of families to assimilate.

· Q: Are there only suggested readings? No required readings? Could it be because readings are of a high degree of difficulty? Concern that a GEC course may have no required readings
· Action: V. Williams will ask for: 
· A list of assigned readings (different from suggested readings)

· The report assignment should address the expected learning outcomes of the Intl Western non-US GEC status  
· Please expand on the media releases mentioned in the syllabus
· Generally, for all 4 courses (248, 697.05, 494, 697.04): committee would like 
· a greater fleshing out of suggested readings, media assignments, discussions, and the final reports or reflection papers 

· to see how they relate to the learning goals and objectives of the Intl Western non-US GEC category.

· Animal Science 494 begins to address those issues; but the syllabus is still too vague for committee to make determination.

SENT BACK

7. Subcommittee calibration: Terry Gustafson:  

· Thank members for service. 

· Looking forward, much work this year: e.g., semester conversion. Lots of changes in the future: e.g., structure of curricular review.

· There will be an A&S senate /CCI representative on this committee.

· Tension between academic freedom and micromanaging. CCI Subcommittees need to look at bigger picture. 

8. NELC 358 (seeking Cultures and Ideas GEC status)
· Course meets the first specific but not explicitly the second specific expected learning outcome. (However, courses do not have to satisfy each expected learning outcome individually but rather the overall spirit of them.)
· Reading list commendable.

· It does not seem that there is an assumption that you need to be religious.

· Committee thinks that the assessment plan for this course is good. 
· Inform Sarah Iles Johnston (Center for the Study of Religion) about this course: might be good for her students. ASC Curr. and Assessment Office to send notice to Johnston. (sent 10/9)
Hubin, 2nd Kaseman, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
9. Hebrew 245 (seeking A&H: VPA)
· VPA GEC status looks good. 
· Inform Film Studies and History of Art about this course: might be good for their students. ASC Curr. and Assessment Office to send notices. (sent 10/9)
· Action: V. Williams to ask to change the grading scale (D- does not exist)
Hubin, 2nd Stafford, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
10. Discussion 

· Refer back to the spreadsheet passed out during CCI meeting. Discussion of spreadsheet for semester conversion. For blended courses more info may be needed.
· It is the purview of this subcommittee to look at the GEC and all Arts and Humanities plans for conversion.

· Arts are all working together as accredited bodies and will likely be in the last conversion group. They have to wait to see how the new GEC will affect their curricular requirements.

· Status of GEC at the University scheduled to be decided by December. University Level Advisory Committee on the GEC (ULAC) is meeting weekly. Simplification of GEC desirable to some members. Discussion now: reaffirming categories of GEC or not? 
· Q: How do universities handle assessment when they have open distribution requirement GEC? 

· Some committee members believe that model that does not penalize students who do much of their work at a higher level would be preferable.
· Undergraduate representative asked what students need to know to function in 21st c. A: How to manage budgets; interaction with people (communication). 
